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Mary Frances Berry, J.D.'69
Educator, author, outspoken civil rights activist
"There is no national leadership to
finish the unfinished business of
civil rights reform in this country,"
asserts Mary Frances Berry.
"Consequently, Blacks and other
minorities must take the initiative
on civil rights issues. We have to
be informed about issues, we have
to have a number of different strategies, and we have to be vigilant."
The Law School graduate (J.D.
'69), educator, and member of
the U.S. Civil Rights Commission,
spoke at the U-M last fall, inaugurating the first annual Black
Student Welcome. The event was
sponsored by the Black Law Students Alliance, the Black Student
Union, and several other campus

groups.
People who meet Berry for the
first time are usually surprised at
her size. A small, compact woman
standing barely five feet two, she
speaks with quiet conviction in the
classroom, with charisma on the
podium. In either setting, she is
not reluctant to speak with candor
and with sometimes biting sarcasm. Berry feels that too much
emphasis is placed on test scores
in recruiting both Black students
and Black faculty. "Black students" she feels, "come to college
fearing people will assume they
were special admits. There's a presumption about it and an insecurity -which often exacerbates the
problem.
"What's interesting to me is
that we're finding that on the
s better
SAT, Asian ~ m e r i c a n do
than anyone else. Now you're seeing a lot of discussion over whether the test scores should actually
be used. I wonder if that's because
the Asian Americans do so well!"
Berry maintains that colleges
and universities have not been imagnative enough in recruiting and
encouraging minority students.
"The problem is not so much at
the high school level," she said in
a phone interview. Citing an article in the Chronicle of Higher Education (Dec. 9, 1987), she noted,
"The number of Black students
graduating from high school is
increasing, but the percentage
of those who go on to college is
lower. Colleges and universities
are not doing enough, first, to
bring people into undergraduate
schools, and then to prepare and
nuture them and aive them a goal.
All students need-faculty me&bers

who will pay attention to them,
and this is especially true if they
are a small minority. "
Berry's life is a testimony to her
faith in the power of education.
After putting herself through
Howard University by working
full-time at a hospital lab, Berry
earned her Ph.D. in history at the
U-M, and then went on to law
school while teaching as an associate professor of history at Eastern
Michigan University. After receiving her JD from the Law School
in 1969, she joined the history
department at the University of
Maryland. A short time later, she
was appointed director of Maryland's Afro-American Studies
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program and then provost of the
school's Division of Behavioral
and Social Sciences. In 1976, Berry
became chancellor of the University of Colorado at Boulder, a position she held until 1978, when
Resident J i i yCarter named her
assistant secretary for education in
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Since 1980, she
has served on the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. With the advent of Reagan appointees into
HEW in 1981, Berry set up her
own law practice in Washington,
D.C., advising dients on legislative matters. At the same time she
began teaddng history and constitutionallaw at Howard University. Most recently, Berry was
appointed the Geraldine R. Segal
Professor of American Social
Thought at the University of Pennsylvania as of the fall semester.
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Last year, Berry was selected as
one of ten "Women of the Year"
honored by Ms.Magazine (January, 1987). Berry was chosen
"for translating the tactical wisdom and eloquence she gained in
the U.S.civil rights movement
into the campiu'p against apartheid in South Africa,,and thus
helping to awaken America's conscience."
The Ms. article described Berrv's
frustrations in working as a member of the Civil Riphts Commission, the watchdog agency which
had been rendered toothless
through Reagan appointments.
(Berry enjoys relating how she
sued the Reagan administration to
get her job back after being fired
for criticizing the president's
civil rights policies.) Ms. also recounted Berry's arrest on Thanksgiving eve, 1984fm demonstrating
in front of the South African
embassy to inaugurate the Free
South Africa Movement. Finally,
the article mentioned Berry's latest
book, Why the ERA Failed. (The
book discusses a breach of alliance
between Black women and white
women caused by Black women
feeling that some of their concerns
were overlooked in the elation
over Geraldine Ferraro's nomination by the Democratic Party.)
Berry credits much of her
success to her mother, who supported Mary and her two brothers
through domestic jobs and encouraged all three children to finish college. "Her assessment of me
was that I was intelligent and that
I could read well and absorb tremendous amounts of material,"
Berry recalls. "She called these
my Cod-given talents. She also
knew that I was stubborn and
courageous as a child. What she
did was to put all these things
together with her sense of justice
and fairness and her own experi-

ence of-beingpoor and disahinated against.
"She always believed that you
should go as far as your talents
will take you. Throughout my life,
and even now, whenever I finish
something involving social acqvism, my mother will always say,
What are you going to do next?'
When I got out of jail for protgsting in frant of the South African
embassy, the first thing she said
was, 'What are you going to do
next? I wonder if shell ever say,
I
.
'Hey, that's enough.' "
Berry herself envisions a b b e
inrwhich she can continue to work
in multiple roles as participant)
scholar, and lawyer. "I do bits and
pieces of a lot of things," she said,
"but the patted-alwaysthere.
I'm always e t i n g something,
always teaching, and always
working on some cause."
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Alumni news
Joyce Bihary, JD '75, has been
appointed by the Eleventh Circuit
Court of Appeals as U.S. bankruptcy judge for the Northern District of Georgia. She was sworn
in on November 13,1987 in ceremonies at the Richard B. Russell
Building, U.S. Courthouse,
Atlanta, Georgia.

Tacoma, WA attorney Stanley P.
Wagner, Jr., JD '64, as been
awarded the first Fulbright Research Fellowship to a practicing
attorney for study in Korea. His
project is an examination of the
administrative law and procedures
involved in international transactions in Korea.
Wagner has a long standing
interest in Korea. He was stationed there as a Marine, later
studied at Yonsei University in
Seoul, and was a foreign legal con
sultant to the Korean law firm of
Kim & Chang.
In addition to his practice,
Wagner is an adjunct professor
at the University of Puget Sound
Law School.

class marathon swimmer for
several years, Beckman swam
the English Channel in 1982.
Abner Greene, who is clerking for
Justice John Paul Stevens, spent
the past year as a clerk for Chief
Judge Patricia M. Wald, U.S.
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Greene graduated from Yale

Sharon Beckman
Ioyce Biha y

Clerking at the
Supreme Court
Two 1986 Law School graduates
are serving clerkships with U.S.
Supreme Court justices for the
1987-88term.

Stanley P. Wagner

Judge Bihary earned her undergraduate degree in economics at
Wellesley College in 1972 and studied at the London School of Economics and Political Science. Prior
to her appointment as bankruptcy
judge, she had been a partner
since 1979 with the Atlanta law
firm of Rogers & Hardin. She also
served as an adjunct professor at
Emory Law School.
Her sister, Sheila Bihary, is a
1978 graduate of the Law School.

Sharon Beckman is clerking
for Associate Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor. Beckman spent the
past year as a clerk for Judge Frank
M. Coffin of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit in
Portland, Maine. At Michigan
she served as editor-in-chief of
the Michigan Law Review, was
selected to the Order of the Coif,
and received a Henry M. Bates
Memorial Scholarship.
Before entering law school,
Beckman worked as a paralegal for
a small criminal defense and civil
rights law firm in Boston. She
received her A. B. with a government concentration from Harvard,
where she also served as captain
of the varsity swim team. A world-

Abner Greene

in 1982, majoring in philosophy
and theater studies.
At Michigan, he served on the
Law Review staff, and received the
Daniel H. Grady Prize, which is
awarded to the student who has
graduated with the highest standing in his or her Law School class
in the preceding calendar year.
Greene also received numerous
other honors, including a Henry
M. Bates Scholarship, a Class of
1908 Memorial Scholarship, and
membership in the Order of
the Coif.
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Class notes
'48 (LLM), '55 (SJD)Joseph W. Morris, an attorney with the law firm of
Gable & Gotwals in Tulsa, OK, has
been elected to the board of directors
of the American Judicature Society, a
national organization dedicated to the
improvement of the judicial system.
'54 J.B. King, a senior partner of
the law firm of Baker & Daniels in
Indianapolis, has been elected vice
president and general counsel of
Eli Lilly and Company.
William Reamon, a practicing attorney in Grand Rapids, MI, has been
appointed to the Grand Valley State
College Board of Control by Michigan
Governor James Blanchard.
'65 John W. McCullough has been
joined by Dennis Frostic ('67),
Lawrence M. Gill ('68), James D.
Wangelin ('74), and Michael C. Cook
('77) as founding partners in the new
Chicago law firm of McCullough,
Campbell & Lane. David L. Hartsell
('82) and Robert E. Walsworth ('83)
are also associated with the firm.
'67 Thomas M. Boykoff, a Madison,
WI attorney, co-authored Community
Property in a Nutshell, 2d Edition v e s t
Publishing Co.) with Robert L. Mennell of Roseville, MN.
'69 Robert Meisner has become a
featured columnist on real estate and
condominiums in the Observer &
Eccentric, a chain of suburban newspapers in metropolitan Detroit.
'70 Michael J. Thomas was recently
elected vice president of the PNC Merchant Banlung Co., a subsidiary of
PNC Financial Corp. in Pittsburgh,
PA.
'72 John S. Baker, Jr., of the Louisiana
State University Law Center, team
taught a course commemorating the
Bicentennial of the Constitution at
Aix-Marseilles Law School, France,
with U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia.
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'74 David W. Clark, a partner in the
Jackson, MS law firm of Wise, Carter,
Child & Caraway, has been appointed
co-chair of the Individual and Small
Firms Committee of the American Bar
Association's Section of Litigation.
'75 James Stoetzer, a partner in the
Seattle firm of Lane, Powell, Moss and
Miller, was featured in an article on
the personal and professional benefits
of pro bono work. The piece appeared
in the Seattle King County Bar Bulletin
last April.
'76 John Nussbaumer, an assistant
professor at the Thomas M. Cooley
Law School in Lansing, MI, was recently named by the Federal Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit to serve
as the co-reporter for the Sixth Circuit
Pattern Criminal Jury Instruction
Committee.
'78 Stephen A. Edwards has become
a partner in the business and finance
section of Morgan, Lewis & Bokius,
in Philadelphia, PA.
'79 Steven M. Fetter was appointed to
the Michigan Public Service Commission by Governor James Blanchard
last October. His term runs until July,
1993.
'82 Peter H. Trembath has been
appointed secretary and director of
Legal Services of BMC Industries, Inc.,
St. Paul, MN.
'84 Michael H. Hoffheimer, after
three years as a litigation attorney in
Cincinnati, OH, has become an assistant professor at the University of
Mississippi Law School
'85 Kathryn L. Biberstein is working
with the Geneva, Switzerland law firm
of Poncet, Turrettini, Amaudruz &
Neyroud, on a leave of absence from
the Boston law firm of Goodwin,
Procter & Hoar.

Correction: In LQN 32:1, p. 13, the seminar room being renovated through the
sponsorship of thefirm of Barris Sott Denn
& Driker of Detroit in honor of Herbert
Sott, JD '43, was spelled incorrectly.
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Alumni deaths
'11 Chris Maichele, September 8,

1987 in Middleville, MI
'19 Gordon V. Cox, October 4,1987
in Carmel, CA
'24 Bruce G. Booth, May 27,1987
'26 Daniel Petermann
'28 Ernest C. Schatz, July 12, 1987
'29 Joe C. Gamble, May 28,1987
'30 Robley E. George
Frances E. Raiter, September
2, 1987
'32 Chester Gordon Rosengren,
February 19, 1987
Leonard H. Young, August 3,1987
in Ann Arbor, MI
'33 Carlton G. Champe, September
18,1987 in Norway, ME
'39 F. Emerson Boyd, September
9, 1986
'48 Lewis Garner, Jr., December 26,
1986
'49 Herbert M. Meaney, May 14,1987
'50 R. Bunker Rogoski, September
21,1987 in Muskegon, MI
'52 Yoshiaki Nakamoto
Allan J. Stevenson, September,
1987
'53 Harold J. Holt, May 25,1987
'57 James A. Leavengood
'58 Philip Macy Browning, Jr.,
April 9, 1987
'59 William George DeLana,
November 9,1987 in Hartford, CT
'61-'62 Wilhelm K. Geck,
April 25, 1987
'63 Arthur Lloyd Foote
Patrick Henry Oliver,
October 22, 1986
'68 James A. Tuck, August 16,1987
in Detroit, MI
'85 Gregory Scott Canton

